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A CONSTRUCTIVE LIFE

Evans Nwankwo, president of Megen
Canstruction Co., plays bulding role
here, rebuilding role i his native
Nigera, Stery, CS

Mason contractor plays building role heve,
rebuilding role in bis native Nigeria

Tre Engusrer/ Josepl Fuagua Il

Evans N. Nwankwo, CPE president/ CEO of Megen Encare Construction, has worked on some of Cincinnatl's major landmarks with & display of
Fernald Preserve Visitor Center in background.

A constructive life

By Amy Howell

ahowell@enguirer.com

You don't have 1o look far 10 see the
n‘..rk that Ev‘.vs Nwankwo has made on
e president of Megen Con-
m{mgcd the construction
ati's most prominent
rerican Ball Park, the

for education, [
e doing what I'm do;
- “Good education may not neces-

éxms everylhing,

dpoint, [ get excited 'hen we're doing
things that expand the educational environ-
ment.”

dren, and raised in
In the farming town,
was owned by

“Rel.g:or was re..e;,an:d to the back-

ground ... .uul exam malprectice became
the order of the day,” Hezekizh says.

The result was a “bully system” of edu-
cation that offered few choices, Nwankwo
says.

Their father died when Evans was 9. De-
spite the hardships of war, hi:
all the children through college,
\lwunkmu was able to come Lo llu_

large part of Megen Construc
ess, which \wanch »mr.ed in

ial x.mi gova_rr11en‘ a.llldmg> nc [e
particular dedication to the 20 or so local
schools the company has lw]pc:n construct
or expand. It has built gymnasiums, my
wings, media centers, computer and
and art rooms that broades
dents’ perspectives.

“He loves kids and sticks with the proj
ect even after the j ;DD |- done, and that's not
true of a lot of people,” says Fred Pensin-
ger, construction manager for the Pri
hool District, who worked w
Nwankwo on the construction of three
schools znd the remodeling of another,

Turning back to Nigeria

Four years ago, Nwamcwu :Jne-d nls at-
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created the non- ,mu' \’J\\'uy Fouw

The small & town [ mostly poo:
tence farmers is largely overlooked by gov-
ernment, Hezekiah says by email from
Awa, and faced rampant waterborne dis-
ease, inadequate medical care and a short-
age of teaching supplies, as well as
teachers.

After addressing the community’s basic

See CONTRACTOR, Page CT

Foundation help: $340K

When Evans Nwankwo of Mason started a non-
profit organization to improve the living conditions in
his childhood village of Awa, Nigeria, he knew 1o
build on the basics before helping to educate and
empower children nd help adults find jobs and im-
prove their fives.

“These are things that you think are so basic,”
says Nwankwa, the president of Forest Park-based
Megen Construction Co.

In the four years since Nwankwo created the Nu-
Way Foundation, more than $340,000 has gone to
pmjwlssuﬂlas providing safe drinking water and

accessible medical care in the small vilage, where
contaminated streams and rivers were the only
source of water, and babies were often defivered by

candlelight in the heaith clinic.
Through support from Mason-based Self-Sustain-
ing Back-2-Back Mini and NuWay's

annual "bianu” fundraiser - scheduled for Sept. 26
at the Oscar Event Center at Jungle Jim's Intemation-
al Market - five wells have been drilled to date, with
seven to go, Nwankwo says.

The organization provided medical equipment and
a generator for the health clinic and funds weekly
supplies of diesel fuel and the salary for a doctor -
something that even health centers in govemment
headquarters don't have, says Nwankwo's. brother,
Hezekiah, who lives in Awa.

“The poor, the less privileged, widows and or-
phans still cannot beileve what they are seeing,”
Hezekiah says via e-mail. “They still say that they are
in & dream, that this cannot be reality in Awa.”

The next stage, expected 10 progress this summer,
is helping families start small businesses and work-
ing with local subsistence famers to develop their
land 1o be able 1o sell and trade their crops. “We
want to leave them in a state (hat they can continue
10 build on,” Nwankwo Says. “When that is done, we
move on to the next village.”

— Amy Howell
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needs for clean water and
accessible health care, the
organization provided sup-
plies like books, uniforms,
paper, soap and ongoing
pay for three teachers at
each of the two primary
schools, which should have
nine teachers each but had
only four per school, and
three teachers for the sec-
ondary school, which need-
ed nine but only had three.

Science classes returned
to the curriculum and loi-
tering during school hours
dropped went way down.
While many parents used
to pay a fine in order to
send their children outside
Awa for school, the system
now attracts students from
neighboring towns, Hezeki-
ah says.

“Without NuWay, the
schools would have
closed,” he says. “They
have come back to what
they were during our own
time. There is effective

teaching and learning.”

Hezekiah, who serves on
the NuWay advisory board
and offers on-site direction,
sees his brother’s work as a
continuation of the family’s
legacy of philanthropy.

Their late grandfather
was chief of the village and
their father was president
of the tribal Ibo Union in
Gusau, the capital of the Ni-
gerian state of Zamfara.
Both were known for their
dedication to education,
from training people for vo-
cational work to providing
scholarships to help people
learn to read or afford a col-
lege education overseas,
Hezekiah says.

“T am not surprised that
Evans and his wife founded
the NuWay Foundation,”
Hezekiah says. “Our late
grandfather and father have
a very big reputation in the
town, for their kindness
and good works for fellow
human beings...This has
been the path of the fami-

ly."
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